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ABSTRACT

Women areimportant stakehol dersin natural resource management and conservation. They aremuch
closer to nature and have far greater rolein preserving soil, forest and other natural resourcesthan men. In
spite of their consistent strugglefor the protection and promotion of natural resources for human survival,
itisnoticed that they are <till marginalized at all levels of policy making, planning and decision makingin
natural resource conservation, environment management, protection and rehabilitation. Result showsthat
involvement of women especially tribal women at planning stage was found to be very low ascompared to
execution stage of natural resource conservation. To promote theinvolvement of women in conservational
activities, quota of women's representative in user committee be made essential and need based trainings
areto beincorporated in the programmes. The paper discusses the involvement of women in planning and

execution stages of natural resources conservation.

INTRODUCTION

The linkage between women, natural
resources and the domestic economies of poor rural
households in India are interrelated. Women play
pivotal role not only in conservation of natural
resources but also in management of domestic
economy. They are considered primarily asmanagers
and often preserver of natural resources. The
interaction of women with the environment as
farmers, food producers and household managers
has a direct impact on the well being of the nature.
They gather firewood, collect medicinal herbs and
look after the biomass. This gives them a special
knowledge of nature, which the men do lack.
However, inspite of their consistent strugglefor the
protection and promotion of natural resources for
human survival, it is noticed that most conservation
projects tend to overlook the priorities and areas
where women play crucial role in conservation of
natural resources. As a result they become victim
of environmental degradation. Therefore, it is
crucia timeto focusand provide guidelinethrough
research study about those areas where women are
involved for conservation and management of
natural resources. Under this background, the

present work was conceptualized and undertaken
to examin extent of involvement of women in
planning and execution stages with respect to
conservation of natural resources.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

In order to get anideaof women'sinvolvement
in conservation of natural resourcesi.e. soil, water,
forest and livestock, this study was conducted in
purposively selected Udaipur district of southern
Rajasthan as large number of non-government
organizationsand other environmental agenciesare
working for the conservation of natural resources.
Udaipur district consist of eleven panchyat samities,
out of these two panchyat samities viz., Girwa
(tribal) and Badgaon (non-tribal) were selected
purposively based on plenteous natural resources.
Thusin al, eight villages; four villages from one
tribal and four villagesfrom onenon-tribal panchyat
samiti were selected for the study. A proportionate
random sample of 200 respondentswasdrawn from
eight villages of two selected panchayat samities.
That way, 100tribal and 100 non-tribal women were
the respondents. Data were collected with the help
of pre-tested interview schedule. Women's
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involvement was quantified through three point
continuum scale: often, seldom and never with
relative score 2, 1 and O, respectively on the basis
of response given by the respondents during
interview. Collected data were analyzed and are
presented in the form of frequency; percentage,
ranks and MPS. 'Z' test was applied to see the
difference betweentribal and non-tribal womenwith
regard to their involvement in conservation of
natural resources.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
To get an overview of the respondents with
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respect to involvement, they were grouped into
three strata viz., (i) Low (ii) medium (iii) high
involvement level. This stratification was framed
on the basis of calculated mean and standard
deviation of the involvement performance score
obtained by the respondents. Majority of
respondents (59 per cent) had medium level of
involvement, whereas, 26 per cent had high level of
involvement and remaining (15 per cent)
respondents observed low level of involvement in
planning and execution of natural resources
conservationa activities. (Table 1)

Tablel. Distribution of therespondentson the basisof their involvement in conser vation of natural

resour ce n =200
. . Taal

Involvement leve Tribd (N=100) % Non-tribal ( n,=100) % r Y

(o]

Low (Bdon14.60) 21 9 30 15
Medium(14.61 to 25.50) 57 6l 18 =
High (aboves.51) 2 D 52 %
Taal 100 100 20 100

f =Frequency, % = Percentage, n,&n, = Size of sample

A further immense glance at the data unfolds
that only 22 per cent tribal and comparatively good
number of non- tribal respondentsi.e. 30 per cent
was recorded for the high level of participation in
conservation of natural resources. It was followed
by 57 per cent respondents fromtribal group and 61
per cent respondents from non-tribal group had
medium level of participation. Besides, respondents
who fell inlow level of involvement category were
21 per cent tribal and 9 per cent non-tribal,
respectively. Itisconcluded that most of the women
had medium level of involvement. Inaddition, non-
tribal women comparatively exerted more towards
the conservation practices than their tribal
counterparts. This may be due to the fact that they
were more aware and conscious of the advantages
of natural resources conservation dueto educational
programme being run by different agencies.

I nvolvement of women at planning stage:

Itisclear from Table 2 that respondents were
agree to encourage others to join the consultation
programme (MPS 82.5) with top rank order. The
participation of women was further observed in
preliminary meetings before initiating work in the

area (MPS 64) and the formulation of plans for
conservation of natural resources (MPS 60) which
were accorded second and third ranks, respectively.
Identification of site for plantation in consultation
with committee members (MPS 46.5) and frequent
i nteraction on techno-economic aspects (MPS 41.5)
were accorded fourth and fifth ranks, respectively
by the respondents. Likewise in estimation of
tentative cost the participation of women was very
lessi.e.37 MPS.

Further analysis of data in Table 2 indicate
that both the tribal and the non- tribal women had
almost the same pattern of ranking with regard to
the involvement of women at the planning stage
except in few practices. Extent of involvement in
frequent interaction on techno-economic aspects
stood at fifth place in case of tribal (MPS 26) and
sixth placein case of non- tribal women (MPS57).
Similarly, estimation of tentative cost assigned fifth
rank by non- tribal women (MPS 58.1) and sixth
rank by tribal women (MPS 16) with their least
participation. This is because lack of organized
platform for women to expresstheir needsand view,
lack of interest towards government programme,
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natural resource groups and moreover lack of
training among women with their policy making
capacities.

Thus, it isconcluded that involvement of non-
tribal womenwere higher inal activities of planning
stage. The reason of low involvement of tribal

women may be due to illiteracy, poor socio
economic condition, legal and cultura barriers, lack
of training and traditional societal constraints.
Moreover they are frequently ignored in the
planning phase because of commonly held myths
about their participation.

Table2. Involvement of thewomen in planning stage of natural resour cesconser vation

n =200

No. Agpect

Tribal Nonr+ribd
(N, =100 (N> =100
MPS Rank MPS Rank MPS Rank

Taal

Enoouage ahas to jan the oosdtaion 840 1 810 1 825 1

prog-amme

2 Prdimnary megtings organized before initigting 57.5 2 705 2 640 2

work inthearea

3 Fomudion of plas for coservation of returd 505 3 695 3 600 3

resources

4. |datifiction of dte for datation in coradtation 315 4 620 4 465 4

withthe coommittee menbas

5 Freguart interacti onontechrno econaic aspeds

6 Edimati on of tertativecost

260 5 570 6 415 5
160 6 581 5 370 6

MPS=Mean per cent Score, n,+n,= Size of sample
I nvolvement of women at execution stage:

Table 3 depicts that involvement of the
sel ected respondentswas found very highin animal
husbandry activities (MPS 87) with first rank,
growing plants and inter culture operations (MPS
84.5) and forestland preparation for planting (MPS
81.5) were accorded second and third rank,
respectively by the respondents. A fair proportion
of respondents (M PS 77) werefound to beinvolved
in nursery preparation for seedling followed by the
selecting ram and buck for breeding purpose (MPS
74.5) with fourth and fifth ranks. Sowing of improved
vegetable seeds (M PS 68.5) was accorded sixth rank
by the respondents followed by replacing of adult
female (cow)(MPS67), growing windbreaksin rows
for afforestation (M PS 58) and maintenance of soil
and water conservation structures (MPS 54.5),
which were awarded seventh, eighth and ninth ranks,
respectively by the respondents. However in case
of construction of bunds and dams, involvement of
respondentswasvery low (MPS42.5) with last rank.

Analysis of Table 3 further divulges that
involvement of tribal womenin growing plantsand
inter-culture operationswas very high (MPS93) in

comparison to non tribal women (MPS 76) which
was placed at first rank in case of tribal womenwhile
sixth rank in case of non- tribal women. The tribal
women (MPS89) and non-tribal women (MPS 85.5)
were engaged in animal husbandry activities, asthey
were solely responsible for feeding, watching,
watering and milking of livestock. This aspect was
ranked second by tribal women whereas, first by
non- tribal women. The extent of involvement about
forestland preparation for planting was 85 and 78
MPS among tribal and non-tribal women and they
have ranked third and fourth, respectively. In order
to sequel thistribal women were also found fairly
acquainted with nursery preparation for seedlings
(MPS79fourth rank) asagainst of non-tribal women
(75.5 MPS) holding seventh rank in hierarchy. Thus,
it was observed that the tribal women considerably
playing more active role in above practices than
non-tribal women.

Regarding role in replacing of adult female
(cow) in case of tribal s obtained rank seventh while
in case of non-tribal thrid rank withMPS55 and 79,
respected. Theextent of participationin maintenance
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of soil and water conservation structures was
observed 52.5 MPSintribal women and 57 MPSin
non- tribal women. Further, it was noted that tribal
women hardly participatein growing windbreaksin
rows for afforestation (MPS 39.5) while fair
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involvement of non-tribal women was observed in
sameitem with MPS 76.5. Regarding constructing
bunds and dams, involvement of non-tribal women
was average (MPS 56) as against the MPS 29 of
tribal women.

Table3. Extent of involvement of women in execution and post execution stage of conservation of natural

I esour ces
n =200
Tribal Nor+tribd
> Aspect =0 (=100 o
MPS Rank MPS Rank MPS Rank
1 Animde husbandry ativities 890 2 855 1 870 1
2. Gowingplantsand inter cu ture gparations 930 1 760 6 845 2
3 Foresl and preparationfor plarting 850 3 780 4 815 3
4. Nursery preparation far seeding 790 4 755 7 770 4
5. SHedtion o ramad budk far bresding purpose 685 5 805 2 745 5
6. Sowinginproved vegeteble seeds 675 6 695 8 685 6
7. Repladng of adutfarde 550 7 790 3 67.0 7
8. Gowi ng windbresksin ronsfor afforegation 395 9 765 5 580 8
9. Manenance of il ad wae omsavaion 525 8 570 9 545 9
gnuctures
10 Congrudingbundsanddars 290 10 560 10 425 10

MPS=Mean per cent Score, n,&n,= Size of sample

Overall involvement in planning and execution
stagesof conservation of natural resour cesof the
respondents:

The datapresented in Table 4 reveal maximum
involvement at execution stage (69.6 per cent)
followed by planning stage (55.3 per cent), which
were accorded first and second ranks, respectively.
A further glance at the dataunfold that involvement
in planning stage obtained 66.4 MPSin case of non-
tribal women followed by tribal women (44.3 MPS).
However, average participation was found at the
execution stagein case of tribal women (65.8 MPS).
Likewise, three fourth non-tribal women werefound

to beinvolved in execution stagewith 73.4 MPS. It
can be observed that calculated 'Z' value was
greater than tabulated value (2.58) at 1 per cent level
of significanceindicating clear difference between
tribal and non-tribal women with respect to their
involvement in both the stages of conservation. It
may be due to the fact that the non-tribal women
had good socio-economic statusand higher literacy
and were linked with conservation project. Yet
another cause may be that non-tribal women were
not so much bound with societal constraints that
provide an opportunity to express their view and
opinion.

Table4. Differenceinlevel of involvement between tribal and non-tribal women with regar d to conserva-

tion of natural resour cesat planning and execution stage n =200
Tribd Nar+triba Taa
S Na Invdverent sage (n-100) (n-100) ‘Z’ value
MPS  Rank MPS Rank MPS Rank
1 Hamningsage 443 2 664 2 553 2 5.8+
2 Executiondage 658 1 734 1 696 1 3.08**
Ovadl 553 696 64.2 5.27+*

MPS=Mean per cent Score, n,&n,= Size of sample, ** = Significant at 1 percent level
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CONCLUSION

Involvement of tribal women wasfound to be
comparatively low in conservation of natural
resources than non-tribal women. This study
showed that tribal women had poor involved in
practices related to techno-economic aspects at
planning stage. Further, the participation of tribal
women at execution stage was found to be average
whereas, involvement of non-tribal women was more
than average. Therefore, in order to promote
involvement of tribal women at planning and
execution stages, quota of women's representative
in users’ committee be made essential so that they
get opportunity to take part in decision making
process and may feel concerned with various
activities regarding conservation of natural
resources. Further, it is recommended that skill
oriented trainings on women conservation aspect
should be organised, as well as they should be
convinced personally about benefits of
conservation of these resourcesin their daily life.
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